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They place me in a condition in which I could not withdraw from your service without appearing negligent of your wishes and regardless of your welfare. At the same time, they do not convince me that the permaneLt continuance of my ministry with you would insure even your external prosperity as a society. I am still of the opinion that the service which is desired could be more effectually performed by other hands than mine. I am unwilling, however, to break from you abruptly, to leave you in a state which might terminate in the slightest injury, or to neglect the opportunity of giving a fair trial to the success of my ministry, under the conditions which I shall state. I accordingly consent to comply with the suggestions in the letter of your committee, and to continue the pastoral relation with the distinct understanding that it shall be for a limited period. If at the expiration of one year from this time, or at any earlier date, it should seem that the obstacles to my removal have ceased to exist, I shall then respectfully solicit you to accept the resignation of my office, and I know of nothing but the most resistless conviction that the contrary course would be my duty, that is likely to change this determination. Meantime, I wish to renounce, and I hereby do renounce, all claims upon you for the fulfillment of any pecuniary contract, as I shall consent to receive nothing from the funds of the society which is not a perfectly voluntary contribution on the part of every individual oy whom it is paid. This leads me to speak of another circumstance,